


Lim
iting access to lethal m

eans to 
individuals at risk of dying by suicide or 
interpersonal violence saves lives. 
H

ere are different strategies to lim
it 

access to lethal m
eans:

Safe Storage
U

nloaded fi
rearm

s should be stored 
in a locked cabinet, safe, g

un vault 
or storag

e case. The storag
e 

location should be inaccessible to 
children. G

un locking
 devices 

can be used in conjunction w
ith locked storag

e. 

Lethal M
eans C

ounseling
A

ssess w
hether a person at risk for suicide has access to a fi

rearm
 

or other lethal m
eans, and w

ork w
ith them

 and their fam
ily/ 

support system
 to lim

it their access:

• 
Store the fi

rearm
s w

ith a trusted friend or relative
• 

G
un shops and shooting

 rang
es som

etim
es offer storag

e 
services.

• 
Local law

 enforcem
ent (som

e states)
• 

If off-site storag
e is not an option: Lock the fi

rearm
s and ensure 

the person at risk has no access to the key/com
bination.


